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W HEN THE 1956 National Collegiate Athletic Association Play-offs opened at Fort Wayne, Indiana, basketball enthusiasts 
from all over America were asking "Who is this Morehead?" They 
were inquiring about a tall and talented group of cagers who were 
representing the tough Ohio Valley Conference in the national 
tourney. 
As the closing minutes of that tussle with Mid-American Con-
ference Champ Marshall College were approaching, these same 
fans were finding out who this gang of "unknowns" was. The 
high-flying Eagles had rolled to a record-smashing 107-92 victory 
over their rivals in that Allen County Memorial Coliseum battle. 
This win enabled them to go on to the Regional Tournament at 
Iowa City, Iowa, from which they emerged third place winners. 
This colorful exhibition was a beginning to national fame for a 
small state college located in the beautiful foothills of the Cumber-
land Mountain Chain in Northeastern Kentucky. A school of less 
than 1,000 students at that time, Morehead State College had ac-
: omplished what appeared to be an impossibility to the sports 
world when they led the nation in scoring (setting a new national 
record), won the Ohio Valley Conference championship, and then 
went on to lose tv highly touted Iowa University, the Midwestern 
Regional Champion, before trouncing Wayne University to gain 
third place honors in the tournament at Iowa City. 
The history of Morehead State College is a brilliant and color-
ful one. The school began as the M'Orehead State Normal School in 
1922 when the General Assembly of Kentucky passed an act pro-
viding for the opening of two normal schools, one in eastern Ken-
tucky and the other in western Kentucky . These schools were to 
be established for the purpose of training elementary teachers. 
Morehead was selected as the site 'Of one of these institutions. 
The college has not lost sight of its original function - that of 
training teachers. However, through the years it has expanded its 
faci lities and offerings until it is now serving as a general re-
gional college. 
Morehead is a small town of only 4,000 population, located be-
tween Ashland and Lexingt'On, two of Kentucky's leading cities. 
The Morehead campus, known throughout the country as one 
of the most beautiful anywhere, comprises an area of three-hun-
MOI'ehead State College's p"ogressive 
p.'esident is D,', Adron Doran, 
dred and fifty acres. The lawns are 
terraced and face on a boulevard 
which traverses the entire length of 
the campus. This setting is of unsur-
passed natural beauty. 
The healthful climate and the un-
usually cool summer nights are addi-
tional attractions. The campus, as well 
as the surrounding country, offers 
much of interest to students, particu-
larly those studying the natural sci-
ences. 
The buildings of the college, situ-
ated on the edge of the mountain 
slope 'Overlooking the valley of Trip-
lett Creek, present an imposing pan-
orama of architectural beauty. They 
are of Tudor-Gothic design, the li-
brary being the best example of the 
type, and all conform in general style. 
The Administration Building occu-
pies the central position in the group. 
Allie Young Hall, Johnson Camden 
Library, Fields Hall, Button Auditori-
um, Senff Natatorium, Lappin Science 
Hall, Doran Student House, the Home 
Management House, and the Presi-
dent's Home form an arc to the west 
of the campus, while Thompson Hall, 
Breckinridge Training School, Baird 
Music Building, Men's Hall, Jayne 
Memorial Stadium, and the new Field-
house complete the arc toward the 
east. All of these buildings are fire-
proof reinforced concrete, red brick 
and stone. 
In the fall of 1954, the college de-
vel'Oped new enthusiasm and renewed 
spirit with the . inauguration of Dr. 
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Adron Doran as the seventh presi-
dent of the institution . Dr. Doran, cur-
rently in his fifth year, has led a great 
rebuilding process in all phases of the 
program. 
Under his guidance, the new field-
house seating 4,500 has been completed 
along with the beautiful Doran Stu-
dent House. A new 201 room men's 
dormitory is now under construction 
as is a 100-unit married student hous-
ing proj ect. 
Since coming to Morehead, Dr. Dor-
an has assisted in arranging an ath-
letic program which includes "major" 
classification in basketball, an oddity 
among such small colleges. 
Bob Laughlin, an advocate of the fast 
break and the leader of ' Morehead's 
basketball reformation, has been con-
nected with the institution since 1935. He 
has compiled an enviable 81 wins and 35 
losses record in the past five seasons. 
THE COLLEGE LAKE, one of the most beautiful bodies of water to be seen any-
where, is located in the valley of the foothills of the Cumberland Mountains. Two 
Morehead uppel'classmen a l'e shown enjoying the fresh atmosphere of the clear 
water of the lake, which is a part of the campu s. 
Dr. Doran is a former high school 
and college basketball player, a rormer 
high school principal and coach, and 
is a man of vision, helping open the 
doors to greater athletic and academic 
achievement at Morehead State Col-
lege. 
Although basketball has gained more 
national acclaim thim any other, it is 
not the only sport on the Morehead 
campus. Other major sports include 
football, baseball and track, with t en-
nis and cross country rated as "mi-
nors. " Heading this program is Robert 
L . Laughlin, a man devoted to the 
high standards which characterize 
good athletics. 
Head football coach at Morehead for the 
past thl'ee years, a L ittle-American in 
1946, is Paul Adams. He formerly played 
with the pro Pittsburgh Steelers. 
Laughlin, also coach of the fine bas-
ketball teams of the past five years, 
came to Morehead in 1935 as an as-
. sistant football coach and head basket-
ball coach at the college training 
school. His training school basketball 
team won the state championship in 
1946. 
Laughlin attended Xavier Universi-
ty in Cincinnati where a leg injury 
in his sophomore year cut short his 
playing career. He completed his AB 
degree at Morehead in 1937, his MA 
at the University of Kentucky in 1941 
and has done additional work on his 
doctorate at the Univer sity of Indi-
ana. 
John "Sonny" Allen, a fOl'mel' pl'O basket-
ball and baseball player, is h ead basebalJ 
coach and ll'ailling school basketball 
coach at Morehead State College. He was 
an all-stater on the State Championshil) 
basketball te am of 194.6. 
JOHNSON CAMDEN LIBRARY pl'Ovides the 
students of MO"ehead State College with an 
ideal place to do thei,' studying and p"e-
pal"ing for future life wOl·k. The Library is 
a beautiful example of the Tudor Gothic 
design which is characteristic of all of the 
buildings on the campus. 
FIELD'S HALL, a women's residence hall on the attractive campus of More-
head State College. Morehead has two women's dOl'mitories and two men's 
with a third, a 201-room affaiI', unde,' construction. 
Paul Adams, a former Little All-
American at Morehead, is currently in 
nis third year as football coach. His 
assistant is Jerry Wing, another for-
mer star footballer at the Kentucky 
school. Wing also serves as track 
coach. 
Heading the baseball squad is John 
"Sonny" Allen, one of the all-time 
greats in baseball and basketball at 
Mo.rehead, and a one-time member of 
the Indianapolis Olympians pro basket-
ball team. He also played pro base-
ball in the Brooklyn Dodgers chain, 
following his graduation from high 
school. 
Adams, Wing, and Allen all hold the 
AB and MA degrees from Morehead 
State College. 
Assistant basketball coach, who al-
so doubles as tennis coach and cross 
country mentor, is Ed Lucke. He is a 
graduate of Tennessee Wesleyan and 
received his MA in physical education 
from George Peabody College in 1952. 
All of these athletic coaches serve 
as instructors in the fine program of 
health and physical education which 
is one of the specialties of the institu-
tion . Additional instructors in the de-
partment include Ann Pemberton, Sue 
Lucke, wife of the coach, and Bill 
Mack, who doubles as director of the 
Doran Student House. 
A leading phase of the physical ed-
ucation program is an excellent intra-
mural sports program for both men 
and women students. It includes vol-
leyball, basketball and softball for the 
men, and all of these, and field hockey 
for the women. 
The graduates of Morehead State 
College who major in Health and 
Physical Education a.re employed by 
the public schools of the region to de-
velop programs of instruction and ac-
tivities in the elementary and secon-
dary schools. 
One of the most modern basketball arenas in the entire south is the Morehead State College Fieldhouse seating 4,500. It is the 
only gymnasium in Kentucky which has the amazing mercury vapor lighting. It is located adjacent to the football and baseball 
fields on the campus. 
